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31 Authors
47 Sponsors

110 Volunteers
1,500 Attendees

Class of 2015
Authors with staff of 

Monkey See, Monkey Do...Children’s Bookstore



In the week preceeding the WNY Children’s Book 
Expo, eight authors gave 67 presentation to 
Buffalo and western New York schools.

In addition to 1,500 WNYCBE attendees, 10,300 
students were given the opportunity to meet 
and interact with a REAL LIVE author.

Our goal for 2016 is to assist as many Buffalo 
and WNY schools as possible with Meet the 
Author events in their schools before and after 
the 2016 WNY Children’s Book Expo.

Thanks for a wonderful event.  Everything ran like 
clockwork, from my school visits to the Expo itself.  
Sometimes, sitting at home alone with my computer 
and stack of paper, I wonder why I do what I do. Then 
I go to events like your Book Expo and spend my days 
with kids who are excited about books and reading 

and writing, and it all makes sense again. Long 
live Monkey See, Monkey Do…  and 

the WNY Children’s Book Expo!
Laurie Calkhoven, author



I thought the Expo was absolutely awesome! There 
was a wonderful turnout with a great crowd of people. 
We were able to distribute several vouchers and raise 
awareness for the Rainforest Cafe—some people didn’t 
know the restaurant existed on the American side! I’m 
glad we were able to assist with getting Alexis (O’Neill) 
to New York—she’s a wonderful lady and I’m thrilled to 
give her books as Christmas gifts this year.
As for the school visits I thought they were great as 
well. We were able to expose ourselves as a supporter 
of children’s literacy which I know you, school staff, and 
parents know is such an important piece of education 
and growth. It’s been awesome working with Monkey 
See, Monkey Do! 

MeganSamuelson, Rainforest Café

Most well thought-out, planned and executed event 
I’ve experienced.  Marilyn Cappellino, author



Wowee, what a day!  I was so proud to 
be a part of your amazing team. Your 
planning, hard work and generous spirit 
truly touched the WNY community. I 
met many educators and parents who 
were amazed at what all of you put 
together.  The BEST part, though, was 
seeing the children so excited about the 
books and programs. I accompanied 
Jim Averbeck at Akron Elementary. 
School His presentations were amazing. 
Congratulations on a job WELL DONE.

Fran Romeo, volunteer

Brava to you! This was a fantastic 
and warm-hearted event; your time 
and effort for the Buffalo community 
clearly showed. I would be happy to 
help more next year if you need it. 
Thank you so much for including me 
this time! 

Amy Ludwig VanDerwater, author

I was honored to be a part of such a 
classy, top-notch children’s festival. 
You and your dedicated staff knocked 
it out of the park!   I hope you feel the 
same way. 
The word on the floor was that you’ve 
put Western New York squarely on 
the map when it comes to this kind of 
thing. 

Jim Westcott, author



Your dedication and commitment 
to literacy are commendable. 
I  have tears of joy just knowing you. 
Incredible work!!! EVERYTHING. It was 
IMPRESSIVE and it seems the planning 
and organization was TOP NOTCH. 
I loved every visit. The schools were 
well prepared and it was magical to be 
around the children. They read my work 
and had very engaging questions. 

Dr. Tererai Trent, 
author and keynote speaker

CONGRATULATIONS! What an absolute 
HOMERUN Monkey See, Monkey Do 
Bookstore hit with the BEST book expo 
I have ever been to. The arrangement 
of the authors was perfect and traffic 
flowed very smoothly. The stage 
presentations went very well as well. 
Thank you again for providing such a 
great event.

Jim Worthington
School Library Media Specialist
Maple West Elementary School

I am overjoyed with the amazing accomplishment of yesterday 
and the teamwork and energy I felt—from Friday night’s event 
onward—for the good of children. Huzzah!!. You have much to 
be proud of. 

Judy Bradbury, author



Thanks so much for inviting me to your Expo! As I already mentioned 
to each of you, the day went amazingly well.  You did an incredible 
job with the planning and publicity. And the crowd that turned 
out were clearly lovers of literature, as evidenced by all the books 
that they purchased, which is not always the case at these sorts of 
events. Turnout does not always translate to book sales.
Also, both the assemblies and workshops that I did at the middle 
schools were great. In fact, several students I met at the schools 
stopped by to say hi during the Expo. One sweet girl introduced 
me to her mother, who said that her daughter was so excited 

about the writing workshop that she 
told her whole family about it and 
then called her grandparents as well. 
Congratulations on shining a light on 
literacy in Western New York!
I was impressed with how smoothly 
everything ran, given the large number 
of people involved. The staff and 
volunteers were amazing.

Bill Durbin, author

Congratulations on a wonderful and 
well organized event for the WNY 
community! Our tally of schools the 
kids attend indicates that they came 
from about 119 schools throughout 
the WNY area and as far as Ithaca, 
Pennsylvania, and even Canada. 
Thanks for allowing Ohana100 to be 

a part of the Expo!
Elizabeth Mattson, Ohana 100



Alexis ONeill was WONDERFUL!  She really connected 
with the students and did an excellent, engaging 
presentation.  The students and teachers were very 
pleased.  We received positive feedback from many 
members of our staff.  Thank you again for all your 
hard work and coordinating this effort.  You can add 
500 students to your list from Lew-Port!!! Thanks for 
everything.

Maryann Parker 
National Board Certified, Reading Teacher

Lewiston-Porter Primary Education Center (PEC)

What a wonderful event the WNY Children’s Book Expo was! 
I loved that the rooms were busy all day long, filled with kids, 
parents, grandparents, and teachers who all had one big 
love in common: BOOKS! Thank you for including me in this 
inaugural event.  I appreciate not only the warm welcome 
you gave, but also the support you offered in placing me for a 
signing at The Rainforest Café, a library visit at Lewiston, and school visits at Lewiston-Porter Primary Education 
Center, Maple Elementary and Kelfas Magnet school. Each school not only offered very warm welcomes, but the 
kids were very well-prepared for my visit. The Lewiston-Porter kids even sang a special kite song for me before 
each assembly—complete with movements—that made me tear up, the performance was so wonderful! 
Have you been able to catch your breath yet? I hope that all of your efforts proved as successful as you had 
dreamed. My thanks to you, my drivers, and all the 
volunteers who helped make this magic happen.

Alexis O’Neill, author



Save the Date: 
Saturday, November 5, 2016

I loved the fact that the four people who were running it and organizing it were polite, calm and nice. This set the 
tone for the whole day. I felt valued, respected and very much appreciated for volunteering my time.

Thank you to all those authors who participated and congrats to all on this first time adventure.

It was wonderful and superbly well organized. Authors I spoke to all were very pleased. 

I thought it was very well run for 1st year! Very professional, high quality, organized... 

Having young readers be able to meet the authors is an experience I wished I would have had as a child as well as 
my children.

As people were leaving they seemed very pleased with their experience. I heard nothing but positive comments. 

I am so happy to have been a part of the first Expo! It was such a great experience and everyone I talked to 
absolutely loved it. Extremely well done! 

It was a wonderful, fun-filled day for everyone. I was thrilled to be a part of it.

Quotes from WNY Children’s Book Expo volunteers


